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the strict sense of the term,1 the position of the Chapter
ii
Dominion Parliaments is left very strong. They can, if    __1
they think fit, use their newly granted freedom from
the application of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, to
legislate at pleasure regarding any and every ship
which trades to their shores and so physically falls
within the orbit of their jurisdiction. Any principles
adopted are now a matter resting on their wills alone,
and this marks the most important extension of power
under the Statute. The Merchant Shipping Act, 1894,
and its amendments can now freely "be dealt with by
the Dominion Parliaments as a result of their power
under Section 2 of the Statute to repeal Imperial Acts.
The Statute adds (Section 5) an immediate release
without Dominion action from the rules laid down
in Sections 735 and 736 of the Merchant Shipping Act,
1894, under which the bills of Dominion Parliaments
dealing with their registered shipping and the coasting
trade had in effect to be reserved for the approval of
the British Government. Such measures will in future
become operative immediately, and in addition the
Dominions will be legally free from the restriction
that they must accord to British ships engaged in the
coasting trade equal treatment whether locally regis-
tered or registered in some other part of the Empire,
though the moral restriction of the agreement will
remain.
It is clear that indiscriminate action under the new
powers may be fatal to the welfare of British shipping
wherever .registered, and Canadian authorities have
1 Keith, Journ. Comp. Leg. xiii. 30; Permanent Court's judgement
in the European Commission of the Danube case, Publications, Series B,
No. 14, p. 36.